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but an expansion of the Illinois River, the phrase ‘ du détroit’”
probably alludes to the narrowing of the river at the lower end of
the lake, where their village was located.

Jacques Gravier was born at Moulins, France, May 17, 1651; he
was educated at the Jesuit college there, and entered the novitiate
of the order at Paris, Oct. 29, 1670. An instructor at Hesdin during
1672-77, and at Eu and Arras in 1678—-80, his studies were pursued
at Paris until 1684; and in the following year he came to Canada.
He spent a year at Sillery, and in 1686 was sent to Michillimackinac.
Two years later, he succeeded Allouez in the Illinois mission, where
he remained (except a few years, ca. 1695—98, during which he was
superior at Mackinac) until, late in 1705, he was seriously wounded
by an arrow, shot at him by a revengeful savage. His fellow-mis-
sionaries attempted to cure him, and afterward sent him to Mobile
for medical treatment; thence he went (late in 1706) to Paris, with
the same object. In February, 1708, he came back to America,
hoping to continue his mission labors; but he died soon afterward
(April 23), apparently from the effects of his wound, which had
proved incurable. Gravier was a missionary of great ability and
efficiency, and an excellent linguist; a dictionary of the Illinois
language, supposed to have been compiled by him, was in the
possession of the late J. H. Trumbull.

12 (p. 103).— The settlement of Cahokia was begun not long before
that of Kaskaskia (#nofe 11, ante ), apparently by the settlement there
of the Tamaroas, an Illinois tribe; its name is that of another tribe
of that nation, also written Kaoukia (vol. Ixiv., #oZe 29).

The savages were quickly followed by a French trading post, and
by a Jesuit missionary, Pinet (vol. Ixiv., #ofe 22), and a Seminary
priest, St. Cosme. The latter apparently remained here but a short
time, and was succeeded by Jean Bergier—who, after Montigny's
departure (1700), became superior of the Mississippi missions. His
headquarters were at Cahokia, where, it is probable, he died. This
event occurred, according to Shea (Churck in Colon. Days, p. 551),
Nov. g, 1707.

The Metchigamea were living near the mouth of Arkansas River
when visited by Marquette in 1673 (vol. lix., pp. 151, 153).

Gabriel Marest was born at Laval, France, Oct. 14, 1662; and
became a Jesuit novice at Paris, Oct. 1, 1681. He was an instructor
at Vannes during 1682-88, and a student at Bourges and Paris dur-
ing five years more. In 1694, he came to Canada, and was at once
sent to Hudson Bay with Iberville (vol. Ixiv., zoZes 19, 25). As he
relates in a letter to Lamberville (vol. Ixvi., doc. clxxxi.), he was
captured there by the English in the following year, and taken to
England; but was afterward sent back to France. He returned to



